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Introduction

For decades humans have possessed a superiority complex
regarding nonhuman beings, but this has not always been the case
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(Fig. 1). Through analyzing ic art, such as

figurines and nonhuman animal motifs in cave paintings, it appears
that prehistoric humans practiced respect for fellow animals and
even viewed them as equals. These results are comparable

‘with data from and
small-scale agn(uln.lml societies all over the world, The cbjeclwe is
to understand the origin of the human superiority complex.
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Figure 1. Unilineal Evolution: Monkey to Human Diagram

httpsd/commons wikinedia org/vkifFictcmale_human_cvoltionpng.

Background Information

Hunter-gatherer societies had a profound appreciation for
nonhuman animals and recognized their crucial role in
sustaining ecosystems, as evidenced by the prolific portrayal of
animals in cave art globally. In the Pleistocene, animals were
featured far more prominently than humans, and ]
humans are depicted, they are often therianthropic %, such as
the Lion Man of Hohlenstein-Stadel (Fig.2) or the Bird Man of
Lascaux (Fig. 3). lconography and ethnographic an
indicate a deep connection between hunter-gatherer
communities and the nonhuman world 2, as evidenced by pre-
seeking or ion from the
hunted animal %, that
Teverence %, and ‘the utilization of every part of the animal to
‘minimize waste and show respect 1. Animals in hunter-
gatherer and subsistence farming societies were and still are
Tegarded as symbolic of the interdependence and
interconnectedness of humans and other animals 3.

Discussion

as the
g\wai norm, has hm a ngnlﬁnm: impact on the hinan worldview, leading to the ememem of
philosophical and theslogical tenets thas justify the perceived superiority of humans and the
continged expansion of extractionist agricultural practices.

TM shift towards and seden ties i

Conclusion

‘Overall, similarities between human

and nonhuman animal life extend

‘beyond psychological factors like emotions,
i

and identical hormones and
neurotransmitters 3. Prehistoric art and

Lary
udies, such as the work of V. Gosdon Childe, who coined the term “Neolithic Revelution™ 1o
dl‘“ﬂk “‘(‘Fﬂl\‘l"ﬂﬂ {from hunting and gathering to agriculture that occursed arcund 10,000
years . This shift led 1o a greater exploitation of animals beyond food and labor. Humans
‘maximized the use of animals for thely own berefl in the short term, but which in the fong term
‘has had detrimental effects to human health, biodlversity, and quality of Hfe of livestock =

‘Owver time, with the rise of lasge-scabe agriculture, there was also a greater emphasis on uman
depictions in art and literature as seen in the ancient caltures of amia and Gresce. In
for , of ted to the rise of city-states and the
of written records, Including epic tales that deplcted human and gods .
similarly,in ancient Gresce, agricultural practices were closely tied to the worship

data indicate that
humans have always been aware of these
similarities and are capable of
treating nonhuman animals as equals.
However, industrial agricultural practices
and philosophical justifications thereof have
resulted in widespread disregard for animal
‘welfare. To address this issue, major
revisions to agricultural practices are
necessary, along with a philosophical reset.
the inter and

af human| Hu:delll&ﬁ.undpnet In
bath regions, human imsmpmm:mmnmmnm--.

‘The philasophical and kheuﬂ\.cl] e that :uu:rped during this time often Justified human
sup:d ority and the contim lture. For example, i s Republic, he
Hnation Lowards rationsl thought, i that i s hem
mﬂfmmnmanlmll *. Aristotle sllmlall) believed that humans vﬂ:r!lh!mﬂnklolu]
creatures, and that their ability to reason justified their dominance over other animal

In the book of Genesis, written two centuries earlier, verses command Adam and Noah to
subjugate other animals and use them for food and labor *. Other verses state that humans were
created in God's image, which has been used o argue that humans are inherently superior o
ather creatures.

interdependence between humans

and nonhumans is essential for re-creating a
healthy and biediverse world marked by
respectful relationships between its
constituents,
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In sum, philesophical and thealogical tenets emerged to justify the perceived af
humans, as well as the continued expansion of agriculture and other extractive practices.

TR

MR TR o

Flgure 2. Lmn Man of Hﬂhlenshe'm-stadsl

F1gure3 The Bird Man of Lascaux
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