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U N V E R S T y NEWSLETTER 
May 9, 2005 A Newsletter for Faculty, Staff and Friends of Coastal Carolina University Volume 15, Number 9 

Beard appointed 
interim dean 
of Humanities 

John Beard, 
associate dean of 
Coastal's 
Thomas Wand 
Robin W 
Edwards 
College of 
Humanities and 
Fine Arts, has 
been named 
interim dean of 
the college. He 
will replace Lynn Franken, who is leav
ing Coastal to assume the position of 
vice president for Academic Affairs at 
Beloit College in Beloit, Wis. A nation
al search for a new dean is under way. 

"John Beard has the background 
and experience to lead the Edwards 
College of Humanities and Fine Arts in 
the coming months while we search for 
a new dean," said Peter Barr, provost 
and chief academic officer at Coastal. "I 
look forward to working with him dur
ing the interim period ." 

Beard joined the Coastal faculty in 
1988. His responsibilities as associate 
dean include student academic matters, 
scheduling, curriculum , and budget 
coordination. Before becoming associ
ate dean , he served as director of fresh-

Continued on page 2 

CCU honors top faculty, students 

From left, Katie Copenhaver, Jim Eason, Jason Schipper, Debbie Stanley and Mike Gilbert 
received top awards at Coastal's annual Honors Convocation on April 26 

Coastal presented awards for stu
dent academic achievement at the 
annual Honors Convocation on 
Tuesday, April 26 in Wheelwright 
Auditorium. Faculty recognition awards 
were also presented. 

Kathryn Anne "Katie" Copenhaver, 
a senior biology and marine science 
major of Charleston, W Va., received 
the 2004-2005 Faculty's Distinguished 
Excellence Award. She was also named 
the outstanding biology student this 
year. She was a mentor for two fourth
graders at Conway Elementary School 

and was awarded a prestigious summer 
research fellowship funded by the 
National Science Foundation for a proj
ect at the Savannah River Ecology Lab. 

Jason A. Schipper, a history major 
from Hudsonville, Mich., received the 
2004-2005 Ronald D. Lackey Service 
Award. Named in honor of the late 
Coastal faculty member and university 
chaplain, the award is given annually to 

a senior on the basis of conspicuous 
service to the university through 
involvement and leadership in campus 

Continued on page 4 

CCU Newsletter Publication Dates 
Submission deadlines: 
Monday, May I 6 
Monday , June 6 

Publication dates: 
Monday, May 23 
Monday, June 13 

Coastal Carolina University Newsletter is published biweekly during the academic year and monthly 
during June and July by the Office of Marketing Communications. Submissions should be sent to the 
Office of Marketing Communications in SNGL 204 by noon the Monday before publication. 

Information for the CCU Newsletter should be submitted to news@coastal.edu in the Office of Marketing Communications, Singleton 204. 



May 9-15 
• Larry and Ginny Biddle on the 

Biddle Center for Teaching and 
Learning 

• Steve Bailey and Sandy Smith on the 
International Contemporary Bass 
Competition 

• Thom Penn on the Summer Arts 
Academy 

• Alumni profile: Mark Kiskunas 

May 16-22 
• Commencement 2005 highlights 

Beard takes over 
as COHFA dean 

Continued from page 1 

man composition for six years. Prior to 
coming to Coastal, Beard was an 
instructor at Calhoun Community 
College in Alabama and a graduate 
teaching assistant at Florida State 
University and Middle Tennessee State 
University. Beard earned bachelor 's and 
master's degrees from Middle Tennessee 
State University and a Ph.D. from 
Florida State University. 

Departments within the Edwards 
College of Humanities and Fine Arts are 
English and Journalism, Foreign 
Languages, History, Philosophy and 
Religion, Politics and Geography, 
Performing Arts and Visual Arts. The 
Waccamaw Center for Cultural and 
Historical Studies and the Jackson 
Family Center for Ethics and Values are 
also part of the College. 

Beard will begin his duties on July 
1, when Franken officially steps down. 

Meeting room named for Dawsey 
The conference room in the 

Edward M . Singleton Building at 
Coastal has been named for John W 
Dawsey, a lifelong Horry County edu
cator and longtime supporter of the 
university. His portrait now hangs in 
the room that will be called the John W 
Dawsey Horry County Higher Educa
tion Commission Conference Room. 
Dawsey was also named chairman 
emeritus of the commission, the gov
ernmental body that determines the use 
of the tax millage allocated to Coastal. 

"John Dawsey has devoted his life 
to providing better educational oppor
tunities for the people of this region," 
said Coastal President Ronald R. Ingle. 
"It would be impossible to count the 
number of young people whose lives he 
has touched ." 

Dawsey was associated with Horry 
County Schools for 39 years. He served 
in many capacities, from high school 
math teacher to elementary school 
principal to district superintendent. 
Since 1970, he has helped shape the 
development of Coastal through his 
service on the Horry County Higher 
Education Commission, which he 
chaired from 1993 until 2004. 

Julie Snowden and John Vaught, 

john Dawsey with a resolution presented to 
him on April 29. 

chair and vice-chair of the commission, 
presented Dawsey with a resolution 
from the commission honoring his 
accomplishments. He was also present
ed with a Founders' Society Plate and a 
framed print depicting Coastal's 
Atheneum in recognition of his services 
to Coastal. 

A native of Horry County, Dawsey 
is a recipient of the state's highest civil
ian award, the Order of the Palmetto. 

Dawsey will receive the honorary 
degree Doctor of Public Service at 
Coastal's upcoming commencement 
ceremony on May 7. 

'Corridor of Shame' to air at CCU 
"Corridor of Shame: The Neglect 

of South Carolina's Rural Schools" will 
be screened Monday, May 9 at 6:30 
p.m. in the Wall Auditorium . The film 
is free and open to the public. 

The 58-minute documentary 
examines the critical needs of South 
Carolina's rural school districts. The 
film closely tracks the lawsuit filed by 
eight rural public school districts 
against the State of South Carolina to 
win greater funding for an adequate 
education for their students. "Adequacy 
lawsuits" have been filed in numerous 
states over funding deficiencies in rural 
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public schools. 
Charles T. (Bud) Ferillo Jr. pro

duced and directed the documentary. A 
Columbia public relations executive, 
Ferillo served as deputy lieutenant gov
ernor of South Carolina from 1982-
1986 and chief of staff to the speaker of 
the South Carolina House of 
Representatives from 1974-1982. John 
S. Rainey was the executive producer. 

The documentary will air on SC
ETV on Sunday, May 22 at 11 :30 a.m. 
and Sunday, May 29 at 5 p.m. and is 
being screened on college and universi
ty campuses across the state. 



14Scotry Edge 

Schoumhip reception: Coastal has more than 60 endowed scholarships that are awarded to 
approximately 160 students each year. A first-ever reception was sponsored recently by the 
Office of University Advancement in the Welcome Center in University Hall; it was desigrzed 
to give scholarship recipients the opportunity to meet with scholarship donors. 
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Internet Conference is success 
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ships through .... its Wol'J1..e.Q. in 
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univer~iry whose gifts are used i:6 pro
mote higher education through the 
a"(a;di.Q.g of sc:hblarships. to qwuified ..... 

Moscow, Russ.ii; · a.rid··· studeritJ\ from 
Coastal was a. S_llccess, acs;p.i:ding to 

. ·t~r~if·· ::di2a~t~f 1t1~~~i~k~1~t 
3.11d che time ?ifference (10 a.m. 
South Carolina ~ime ana 6 p.m. 
Moscow time), .the results ofrlie'con
.feience in terms.of tqe.experi;~ce;fo~ 
CCU student~ ;nd ch~ university .:;,;.ere 
":_;,,ell worth che effort_ We are hopeful 
chat the conference is the first of many 
co come. Next year's. conference will 
build on. what we have learned chis 
year. Through the exchange of ideas, 
we can cake great strides in advancing 
our understanding of culcures,around 
the world and, indeed, our own cul-

C~j stal scude~rs: / .. < ... , , 
\) Recipients of the 2005-2006 

scholarship awards are Bianca Cabit, 
. My;anda Goff" Huyeri Nguye'n~ Janet 
Shokal and Mic~e{Ie Seminara. 

=.( 

Sniall Business Center sponsors 
free workshop fo~ business owners 

Coastal's Small. Business 
Development Cent~t (SBDC) i~ spon
soring a free 8(a) Busin~s Develop
ment workshop for small business 
owners on Tuesday, May 24 from 
IO a.m. co noon. 
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Sa'~y,May7 
• · Commencement, 8:30 a.rn., Brooks 

··• Stadium 
• < Baseball vs: Ch;rleston Southern , 

· · 2 p:~., Ch;rles Watson Sradi~m
Vrooman Fidd 

.,. Sunday, May 8 
~ .t Baseball vs. Charleston Southern, 

.·. 1 p.m ., Chai;les Watson Stadium
. · Vrooman Field 

. • $oftball vs. Winthrop , 2 p-m., CCU 
Softball Field··· 

. Mo~ty, May; 
• · • May Semester begins 
• Summer working hours start for some 

departments · 



Top honors awarded to Coastal students and faculty 
Continued from page 1 

organizations. Schipper is a member of 
and has held office in the Honors pro
gram, Phi Eta Sigma honor society, Phi 
Alpha Theta history honor society, 
Omicron Delta Kappa and the 
Humanities Student Advisory Council . 

He has worked on the Dorm 
Recycling Project to get recycling bins 
and a Salvation Army truck at the 
dorms at the end of the semester, and he 
presented three papers at regional and 
national conventions. He worked on 
Tempo student magazine and was a 
member of the Fellowship of Christian 
Athletes. 

James F. Eason received the 
Distinguished Teacher-Scholar Lecturer 
Award. Sponsored by HTC, Inc., this 
award was initiated in 1996 to recognize 
faculty members who distinguish them
selves as teachers, scholars and commu
nicators. During the fall, the recipient 
delivers a public lecture drawn from his 
or her area of expertise. A professor of 
business administration, Eason has been 
at Coastal for nearly 40 years - first as a 
student and later returning as a faculty 
member in 1977. He is an associate pro
fessor of accounting and management 
and former associate dean of the Wall 
College. Eason, who has a lengthy list
ing of publications and presentations, 
was called "a gifted teacher" and "the 
most compassionate and c~ncerned fac
ulty member" by Dean David 
DeCenzo. 

Michael Gilbert was presented the 
Student Affairs Division Award, which 
honors faculty who make significant 
contributions to the quality of student 
life through participation and leader
ship in the co-curricular activities of the 
university. An associate professor of for
eign languages, he was instrumental in 
developing Coastal's German study 
abroad program. He is a founding 
member of the Freshman Success 
Seminar program and has mentored 
and advised first-year and undeclared 

students. Gilbert has worked on the 
Celebration of Inquiry conferences and 
has served on the Student Life 
Committee, the Campus Judicial Board 
and has been an officer on the 
Intercollegiate Athletics Committee. 

Debbie H. Stanley was named the 
Distinguished Teacher of the Year, an 
annual honor presented by Coastal's 
Student Government Association to 
faculty who demonstrate excellence in 
teaching. Stanley, a professor of educa
tion, joined the Spadoni College of 
Education in 1992 following experi
ences in public schools. She was adviser 
for the Education Club for four years 
and was recognized for her enthusiasm 
in the classroom and her contribution 
to student success. Her scholarship 
focuses on the use of technology in the 
classroom. 

Department awards were presented 
to 45 students in recognition of out
standing academic accomplishments 
and contributions to the academic qual
ity of their respective departments. 

The following awards were present
ed: 
E. Craig Wall Sr. College of Business 
Administration: 
• Accounting - Mariana Levi of Myrtle 
Beach 
• Finance - Matthew S. Miller of 
Huntersville, N.C. 
• Management - Jeffrey T. Ungurean of 
Myrtle Beach 
•Marketing-Janae Mitchell of Mount 
Pleasant 
Spadoni College of Education: 
• Early Childhood Education 
Kathleen E. Grey of Winchester, Ill. 
• Elementary Education - Andrea Goff 
of Conway 
• Health Promotion - Daniel J. Bailey 
of Conway 
• Interdisciplinary Studies - Ceil Long 

of Myrtle Beach 
• Master of Arts in Teaching - Linda 
Witherspoon 
• Physical Education - Jessica Matthews 
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of Myrtle Beach 
• Recreation and Sports Management -
Kelly Moore of Conway 
Thomas W. and Robin W. Edwards 
College of Humanities and Fine Arts: 
• Art Studio - Tina Cavalieri of Surfside 
Beach 
• English - Randy L. Hughes of Myrtle 
Beach 
• Foreign Languages - Brandy Cox of 
Conway 
• History- Mica Pruitt of Surfside Beach 
• Music - Jaclyn D. Pigate of Myrtle 
Beach 
• Musical Theater - Diane Fabiano of 
Red Bank, N .J. 
• Philosophy and Religion - Amanda 
M. Stepp of Myrtle Beach 
• Politics and Geogra'.phy-JeffR. Burke 
of Myrtle Beach 
• Theater - Jennifer L. Menzer of 
Surfside Beach 
College of Natural and Applied 
Sciences: 
• Biology - Kathryn A. Copenhaver of 
Charleston, W.Va. 
• Chemistry - Emily Tarsis of 
Barberton, Ohio 
• Computer Science - Prakash 
• Marine Science - Jeremy E. Saeger of 
Chesapeake, Va. 
• Mathematics - Shana L. McCracken 
of Galivants Ferry 
• Psychology - Christian A. Smith of 
Nottinghamshire, England 
• Sociology - Tina M. Shuppy of 
Surfside Beach 

Medallions were presented to stu
dents who successfully completed the 
requirements of the Honors Program. 
The 394 members of Coastal's 16 honor 
societies and the 41 students listed in 
"Who 's Who Among Students in 
American Colleges and Universities " 
were also acknowledged, as well as 116 
students who made presentations of 
papers at various academic conferences. 



Coastal People 

U.S. Congressman Henry E. Brown Jr. (cen
ter) with James R Perkins (left) and Vttravut 
Limpasuvan at the annual Council on 
Undergraduate Research (CUR) "Poster on 
the Hill" conference in Washington, D. C. 

5--------------------
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This Issue: 
• Coastal awards top honors to students, faculty 

• john Beard appointed interim dean 

• Conference room named for john Dawsey 

• Women in Philanthropy award scholarships 

COASTAL CAROLINA UNIVERSITY 

presents 

'Corridor of Shame: 
The Neglect of South Carolina's Rural Schools' 

Monday, May 9, 6:30 p.m. 

Wall Auditorium 

Free and open to the public. 

This controversial documentary examines the critical needs of 
South Carolina's rural school districts. The film depicts the 
plight of eight rural school districts that have filed a lawsuit 
aimed at alleviati.ng fonding deficiencies in their schools. 

Call 349-2502 for information. 
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